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Gore lifts off on media day

By Erin DeMuth Judd
ejudd@poststar.com
Published: Saturday, December 22, 2007
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NORTH CREEK --
All the snow
Mother Nature has
dumped on the
region in the last
two weeks has
made life heavenly
at Gore Mountain.
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Friday, Marketing Manager Emily Stanton gushed
that it's been one of the mountain's "best early
seasons ever."

But what makes this season so great isn't just the
sSnow.

"Today is such a special day,"” Stanton said Friday
morning. "We're opening the Village Chair today
and Gore will once again return skiing and
snowboarding to the Ski Bowl."
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While there's been tubing in the North Creek Ski
Bowl on Route 28 for several years, skiing has
pretty much been absent since about 2002, when a
small T-bar shut down.

Emngstqns

The new Village Chair, a triple chairlift, provides
skiers and snowboarders with access to the family-
friendly Village Slope trail and the adjacent terrain
park and half-pipe.

In August, during a previous interview with
The Post-Star

, General Manager Mike Pratt estimated that the lift
and terrain park amount to $1 million worth of
improvements to the Ski Bowl.

Tickets good for all Gore Mountain trails, not just
Village Slope, can be purchased at the Ski Bowl,
Stanton said. A yurt has also been erected at the
Ski Bowl to give people a place to warm up
between runs.

In addition to
tickets, Stanton
added that foods
like

pizza and soup will
also be available
for purchase at the
Ski Bowl.
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During the event
on Friday, Stanton
and Pratt also gave
a tour of Gore
Mountain's new
Northwoods Lodge.

Gore began convertin
which stopped operat

in 1999, into the lodge in June.
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By renovating an
existing structure,
Gore was able to
not only do
something good for
business, but do
something good for
the environment as
well.

"Sixty-five percent
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barn were retained

and used in the lodge,” Stanton said. "It's a cool
way to celebrate the history of the old gondola and
be environmentally friendly."

The Northwoods Lodge also features rubber flooring
made from recycled material, Stanton added. And
material salvaged from the old loading barn has
been used to build a small roof for the box office
attached to the Gore's original base lodge as well.

Skiers and snowboarders, like the environment,
also stand to benefit from the new 20,000-square-
foot facility.

Gore's equipment rental shop, day care and ski
school programs have all been moved from the
base lodge to the Northwoods Lo dge.

This has opened up an additional 7,500 square feet
of space in the base lodge for seating and lockers,
Stanton said.

It also means Gore's Kids Klub program has a much
better headquarters in the Northwoods Lodge.
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For one thing, the Kids Klub is located in a large
room

that opens right out onto the slopes.

"This makes it real easy for instructors to get all the
kids out there," Pratt said.

Gore's self-improvement quest won't end with the
Northwoods Lodge and Village Chair, however.

About this time next year, Stanton said Gore
expects to open Burnt Ridge Mountain to skiing.

The Burnt Ridge area will feature five new trails,
totaling 6 miles, and add about 60 acres of skiing to
Gore, a press release said.

To get skiers to these trails, a new chairlift will be
added.

"The lift lines are already in," Stanton said. "This
summer we'll be ready to install a high-speed quad
lift."”

http://www.poststar.com/articles/2007/12/22/news/local/13192861.txt (4 of 4) [12/23/2007 11:56:04 AM]



	poststar.com
	PostStar.com



From: lou hall sr

To: lou@adkland.com;
Subject: Gore Upgrades Ski Experience / Post Star 8/17/2007...
Date: Saturday, August 18, 2007 10:04:22 AM

Gore Mountain Upgrades Ski Experience
By Erin DeMuth, edemuth@poststar.com

Updated: Friday, August 17, 2007 9:17 PM EDT

NORTH CREEK -- All summer long, construction crews have been hard at
work on Gore Mountain making improvements to the center's facilities that
will enhance the experience of thousands of skiers this winter.

The biggest project for those crews has been transforming the old gondola
loading station into the new Learning Center.

"The old gondola was built in 1968 and was retired in spring of 1999," said
Emily Stanton, Gore's marketing manager. "The new gondola began servicing
skiers in the fall of 1999."

This winter, the old gondola station will again be serving skiers as the new
base of operations for equipment rentals, day care and ski programs.

"We're offering up a new facility for families to take advantage of," Stanton
said. "It's in a very convenient location next to the Base Lodge — it's a one-
stop shop for everything you might need.”

Gore Mountain officials chose to renovate the old 17,000-square-foot
station, which with new additions is now about 20,000 square feet, because
they needed the space.

"The need was fairly obvious because of our lack of square footage, and
because of increasing interest in the (ski) programs,” General Manager Mike
Pratt said. "The program has grown 160 percent in the last 12 years, and the
lack of space was beginning to affect our ability to provide the product we
wanted to provide."

The new Learning Center not only provides more room by giving the rental
shop, the ski school and the day care more room, it also opens up space in
the Base Lodge where all these amenities used to be housed.

With the relocation of rentals, day care and ski programs to the Learning
Center, there's more room in the lodge to make additional lockers, storage
and seating available, Stanton said.
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In preparation for the upcoming season, Gore Mountain has also added three
new snow pumps.

"These make snow more efficiently and will allow us to provide skiing earlier
in the season,” Stanton said.

The center also purchased another new groomer machine for use this winter.

"This is the fourth new groomer in just three winter seasons," Stanton said,
adding that like the Learning Center and snow pumps, the investment in the
new groomers represents Gore Mountain's dedication to providing skiers
with the best possible experience each time they visit.





